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Political Action Committee Chair Report for BQSIMB 2019 Fall Meeting  
  

1. 116th Congress (2019 - 2020)  

1.1. H.R.4310 - Public Service Expansion Act  

Sponsor:  Rep. Boyle, Brendan F. [D-PA-2] (Introduced 09/12/2019) 
Committees:  House - Education and Labor 
Latest Action:  House - 09/12/2019 Referred to the House Committee on Education 
and Labor.   
 
To amend the Higher Education Act of 1965 to clarify that employment in any position at 
a nonprofit organization is a public service job for purposes of the public service loan 
forgiveness program, and for other purposes. … 
 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the  
United States of America in Congress assembled, 
 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.  
This Act may be cited as the ``Public Service Expansion Act''. 
 
SEC. 2. REPAYMENT PLAN FOR PUBLIC SERVICE EMPLOYEES. 
… a full time job in any position at an organization that is described in section  
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and exempt from taxation under section 
501(a) of such Code, without regard to the mission of such organization; … 
 

1.2. H.R.4486 - Digital Equity Act of 2019 
 

Sponsor:  Rep. McNerney, Jerry [D-CA-9] (Introduced 09/25/2019) 
Committees:  House - Energy and Commerce 
Latest Action:  Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce. 
 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America 
in Congress assembled, 
 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 
This Act may be cited as the ``Digital Equity Act of 2019''. 
 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 
    In this Act: 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/4310/text?format=txt&q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22library%22%5D%7D&r=28&s=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/4486/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22library%22%5D%7D&r=38&s=1
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(1) Adoption of Broadband …—The term “adoption of broadband” means the process by 
which an individual obtains daily access to the internet— 
(A) at a speed, quality, and capacity— 

a. (i) that is necessary for the individual to accomplish common tasks; and 
(ii) such that the access qualifies as an advanced telecommunications 

capability; 
(B) with the digital skills that are necessary for the individual to participate online; and 
(C) on a— 

b. (i) personal device; and 
c. (ii) secure and convenient network. 

(2) Advanced Telecommunications Capability. … 
(3) Aging Individual. … 
(4) Appropriate Committees of Congress … 
(5) Assistant Secretary 
(6) COMMUNITY ANCHOR INSTITUTION.--The term ``community anchor institution'' 
Means a public school, a library, a medical or healthcare provider, a community college 
or other institution of higher education, a State library agency, and any other nonprofit or 
governmental community support organization. … 
(7) Covered Household 
(8) Covered Populations 
(9) Covered Programs 
(10) DIGITAL EQUITY—The term “digital equity” means the condition in which 
individuals and communities have the information technology capacity that is needed for 
full participation in the society and economy of the United States 
(11) DIGITAL INCLUSION—The term “digital inclusion”— 

(A) means the activities that are necessary to ensure that all individuals in the 
United States have access to, and the use of, affordable information and 
communication technologies, such as … 

(12) DIGITAL LITERACY. —The term “digital literacy” means the skills associated with 
using technology to enable users to find, evaluate, organize, create, and communicate 
information. 
(13) Disability 
(14) Eligible State. 
(15) Gender Identity. 
(16) Indian Tribe 
(17) Institution of higher education. 
(18) Local educational agency 
(19) Postsecondary vocational institution.--The term 
(20) Rural area. 
(21) Socially and economically disadvantaged small business concern 
(22) State. 
(23) Veteran 
(24) Workforce development program. 
 
SEC. 3. Sense of Congress. 
It is the sense of Congress that— 
(1) a broadband connection and digital literacy are increasingly critical to how 
individuals— 

(A) participate in the society, economy, and civic institutions of the United States; 
and 

(B) access health care and essential services, obtain education, and build 
careers; 
 
(2) digital exclusion— 

(A) carries a high societal and economic cost; 
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(B) materially harms the opportunity of an individual with respect to the economic 
success, educational achievement, positive health outcomes, social inclusion, and civic 
engagement of that individual; and 

(C) exacerbates existing wealth and income gaps, especially those experienced 
by covered populations; 
 
(3) achieving digital equity for all people of the United States requires additional and 
sustained investment and research efforts; 
 
(4) the Federal Government, as well as State, tribal, territorial, and local governments, 
have made social, legal, and economic obligations that necessarily extend to how the 
citizens and residents of those governments access and use the internet; and 
 
(5) achieving digital equity is a matter of social and economic justice and is worth 
pursuing. 
 
SEC. 4. State Digital Equity Capacity Grant Program. 
(a) Establishment; purpose.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—The Assistant Secretary shall establish in the Department of 
Commerce the State Digital Equity Capacity Grant Program (referred to in this section as 
the “Program”)— 

(A) the purpose of which is to promote the achievement of digital equity, support 
digital inclusion activities, and build capacity for efforts by States relating to the adoption 
of broadband by residents of those States; 

(B) through which the Assistant Secretary shall make grants to States in 
accordance with the requirements of this section; and 

(C) which shall ensure that States have the capacity to promote the achievement 
of digital equity and support digital inclusion activities. … 
 
SEC. 5. Digital Equity Competitive Grant Program. … 
 
SEC. 6. Policy research, data collection, analysis and modeling, evaluation, and 
dissemination. … 
 
SEC. 7. General provisions. …  

  

2. Updates from the AAMC (Association of American Medical Colleges) 

2.1. HHS Proposes Rules to Update Regulations for Stark Law and Anti-
Kickback Statute - October 11, 2019 

The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Oct. 9 announced two new 
proposed rules to modernize and clarify the regulations that interpret the Physician 
Self-Referral Law (“Stark Law”) and the Federal Anti-Kickback Statute. … 

Modernizing and Clarifying the Physician Self-Referral Regulations 

The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) proposes to create new 
exceptions to the Stark Law for value-based arrangements for care furnished to all 
patients, not only those covered under Medicare. The agency proposes to permit 
certain value-based compensation arrangements between or among physicians, providers, 
and suppliers, including creating a new exception for certain arrangements where a 
physician receives limited remuneration for items or services provided by the physician. 

https://www.aamc.org/advocacy-policy/washington-highlights/hhs-proposes-rules-update-regulations-stark-law-and-anti-kickback-statute
https://www.aamc.org/advocacy-policy/washington-highlights/hhs-proposes-rules-update-regulations-stark-law-and-anti-kickback-statute
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CMS also proposes new exceptions to allow certain new arrangements between physicians 
and other healthcare providers for the donations of certain cybersecurity technology and 
amends the existing exception for electronic health records (EHR) items and services. 

Finally, CMS is seeking comment on whether the agency should require the provision 
of cost-of-care information at the point of a referral for an item or services as part of 
the agency’s broader priorities relating to price transparency. CMS believes such a 
requirement could empower patients to discuss healthcare costs with their doctors and 
serve as an additional safeguard against fraud and abuse at the point of care. 

Revisions to Safe Harbors Under the Anti-Kickback Statute and Civil Monetary 
Penalty Rules Regarding Beneficiary Inducements 

 

The HHS Office of the Inspector General’s (OIG) proposed rule focuses on revisions to 
regulatory safe harbors from the anti-kickback law and the civil monetary penalties 
(CMP) rules prohibiting beneficiary inducements that would advance the transition to 
value-based care and improve coordination of patient care among providers and 
across care settings. 

Key proposals include: new safe harbors for care coordination arrangements to 
improve quality, health outcomes, and efficiency; value-based arrangements with 
substantial downside financial risk; and value-based arrangements with full financial 
risk for certain remuneration exchanged between or among eligible participants in a 
value-based arrangement that fosters better coordinated and managed patient care. 
These safe harbors vary by the types of remuneration protected, the level of financial risk 
assumed by the parties, and types of safeguards included as conditions of the applicable 
safe harbor. 

Additional new safe harbors are proposed for patient engagement, cybersecurity 
technology services, and CMS-sponsored models intended to reduce the need for 
separate and distinct fraud and abuse waivers for new models. The OIG also seeks to 
modify existing safe harbors, including the personal services and management contracts 
safe harbor to add flexibility for outcomes-based payments and part-time arrangements and 
the local transportation safe harbor to modify and expand mileage limits for rural areas and 
for patients discharged from inpatient facilities. …  

2.2. Senate Introduces Higher Education Legislation - October 4, 2019 

Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) Committee Chair Lamar Alexander 
(R-Tenn.) Sept. 26 introduced the Student Aid Improvement Act of 2019 (S. 2557), which 
includes updates to the Higher Education Act (HEA). 

The bill is centered around providing $255 million in permanent mandatory funding 
each year to Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) and other Minority 
Serving Institutions (MSIs), simplifying the Federal Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) to 22 questions, and increasing the maximum Pell Grant award. 
Mandatory funding for HBCUs and MSIs expired on Sept. 30. 

The legislation also provides language to simplify financial aid letters. The bill 
encourages financial aid officers to provide students with their annual cost of 
attendance (including room and board), highlight any federal and private student loan 

https://www.aamc.org/advocacy-policy/washington-highlights/senateintroduceshighereducationlegislation
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options, and clearly state merit and/or need-based awards a student may receive in 
their financial aid letters. … For more detail please follow the title link above. 

3. Updates from the ACGME (Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical 
Education) 

3.1. ACGME Releases 2018-2019 Statistics on Graduate Medical Education 
Programs and Resident Physicians – September 30, 2019 
 
Today the Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education (ACGME) released its 
2018-2019 Data Resource Book, the most comprehensive and reliable resource of its 
kind, including data on the size, scope, and distribution of graduate medical education 
(GME) in the US. 
 
The full 2018-2019 ACGME Data Resource Book can be found on the ACGME 
website.  
3.2. 2019 Milestones National Report Now Available – October 8, 2019 
 
 
The fourth edition of the report presents national Milestones data in aggregate form for 
the latest academic year (July 1, 2018-June 30, 2019) for 36 specialties and 100 
subspecialties. 
 
The ACGME produces a report for every academic year, presenting the data in ways that 
allows programs to compare national-level data in their specialty directly to their own 
program. This year’s report introduces predictive probability values for selected 
specialties that have an adequate volume of data for calculations. Predictive 
probability values are estimates that Milestone ratings will fall below Level 4 at time of 
graduation, based on national longitudinal Milestone ratings. 
 
Consult additional online resources and tools for more information, including the Milestones 
Guidebook, Milestones FAQs, Milestones Guidebook for Residents and Fellows, and the 
Clinical Competency Committee Guidebook, all available on the Resources page in the 
Milestones section of the ACGME website. 

Respectfully submitted via email on October 15, 2019 by Rimma Perelman, Chair 
of Political Action Committee, BQSIMB. 
 

https://acgme.org/Newsroom/Newsroom-Details/ArticleID/9665/ACGME-Releases-2018-2019-Statistics-on-Graduate-Medical-Education-Programs-and-Resident-Physicians
https://acgme.org/Newsroom/Newsroom-Details/ArticleID/9665/ACGME-Releases-2018-2019-Statistics-on-Graduate-Medical-Education-Programs-and-Resident-Physicians
https://acgme.org/Portals/0/PFAssets/PublicationsBooks/2018-2019_ACGME_DATABOOK_DOCUMENT.pdf
https://acgme.org/Portals/0/PFAssets/PublicationsBooks/2018-2019_ACGME_DATABOOK_DOCUMENT.pdf
https://acgme.org/Newsroom/Newsroom-Details/ArticleID/9692/-em-2019-Milestones-National-Report-em-Now-Available
https://www.acgme.org/What-We-Do/Accreditation/Milestones/resources
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