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limited use. Cost savings can be demonstraled 
by the BHSL experience. Direct cost per docu­
ment charges are eliminated. 

The issue of proprietary or confidential 
materials, frequently raised as a possible de­
terrent to resource sharing, is not a problem for 
BHSL libraries and need not be a problem for 
special libraries using the BHSL network as a 
model. Libraries with materials that are re­
stricted need not list these journals in the 
locator network tool. 

Furthermore, the Ladner study15 bears out 
the findings of Ferguson and Mobley16 and 
Hill 17 that this often-cited issue of confidenti­
ality is, when objectively studied, really a 
"non-issue" for most special librarians. Only 
six percent of sci-tech libraries and seven 
percent of business libraries participaling in 
networks surveyed by Ladner mentioned con­
fidentiality as a problem. IS 

Special librarians interesled in forming an 
interlibrary loan network can use the BHSL 
experience as a developmenlal and operational 
guide. Through experience, BHSL members 
have found that success depends on a few key 
elemenlS: a commitment to sharing by all 
participants, a quick electronic communica­
tions method, an actively involved board com­
prised of network members, and a continually 
updated locator LOOI. 

Potential tools for resource location worthy 

.. 

of exploration for special libraries are the use 
of Online Computer Library Center (OCLC), 
UCMP, and lnterneL OCLC and catalogs on 
the Internet are accessible via standard tele­
communications methods and contain biblio­
graphic and location information on a wide 
variety of materials. OCLC has its own docu­
ment delivery module. Although UCMP's 
strength is journal titles in the health sciences, its 
coverage is not limited to this area. It is a useful 
localor tool for many types of libraries. The 
Internet, which enables access to the on-line 
catalogs of several clifferent types of libraries, is 
useful for locating needed resources and could 
be a valuable tool in building a network. 

Summary 

Interlibrary loan and resource sharing is an 
integral part of a heallh sciences library's 
operation. Demonstrated cost savings in a time 
of tight fiscal control and high accountability 
in health care heightens lhe need for network­
ing among health sciences libraries. TheBHSL 
resource sharing model can be applied to any 
group of libraries that access a common loca­
tor tool. The ongoing development and expan­
sion of lhe Basic Health Sciences Library 
network meets these challenges and assislS 
lfbraries in fulfilling their mandat.e to provide 
timely infonnation lO their users . 

The views expressed in this article do not necessarily reflect those of the U.S. Department of 
Veterans Affairs. 
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Appendix 1 

BHSL MEMBERSffiP BY CONSORTIA 
Alphabetic List 
25 Participating Consortia 

fE±E1990 

•· Association of Rhode Island Health Sciences Libraries (RI) 
• Bergen Passaic Health Sciences Library Consortium (NJ) 
• Brooklyn, Queens, Staten Island Health Sciences Librarians (NY) 
• Central Jersey Health Sciences Library Association (NJ) 
• Central Pennsylvania (PA) 
• Connecticut Association of Health Sciences Libraries (CT) 
• Consortium for Health Information and Library Services (PA) 
• Cooperating Hospitals of the Lehigh Valley Area (PA) 
• Cosmopolitan Biomedical Library Consortium (NJ) 
• Delaware Valley Information Consortium (DE) 
• Health Information Library Network of Northeastern Pennsylvania (PA) 
• Health Information Libraries of Westchester (NY) 

592.672 

1992 
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592.672 

1992 

A) 

pedal libraries 

• Health Sciences Libraries and Inform aLion ConsorLium of Maine (ME) 
• Hospilal Library Service Program of the Capii.al District Library Council (NY) 
• Lau rel H ighlands Hea lth Sciences Consort ium (PA) 
• Library Consortium of Hcallh Ins ti tuLions of Buffalo (NY) 
• Manhat tan-Bronx Library Consonium (NY) 
• Massachusetts Basic Health Sciences Libraries (MA) 
• Medical a nd Sc ientific Libraries o f Long Island (NY) 
• Med ical Resources Consorti um of Cen tra l New Jersey (NJ) 
• Monmouth , Ocean Biomedical Inform ation Consortium (NJ) 
• New Hamps hire-V ermont £ as ic Hea lth Sciences Libraries (NH) 
• Pinelands Consortium for Hea lth Information (NJ) 
• Pittsburgh Basic Hea!Lh Sciences L ibra ries (PA) 
• South wes t New Je rsey Consorti um for Heallh ln formation Services (NJ) 

Thispaperwaspresenied at the Medical Library Association Annual Meeling ,Boston, MA, 1989. 
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